
microphone. Pedestrians peered curiously 
into the bus's big picture window, and the 
Q§6 Flushing bus roared past in a cloud 
ofblack diesel smoke. 'W e have been to 
San Diego, San Francisco,Tucson, Phoe­
nix, Albuquerque, Atlanta--aye, that was 
a long drive, thirty hours!-Chicago, and, 
now, New York!We are trying to register 
one million new voters!" 

Over the next six hours, Almendarez 
hosted Andy Andy-the popular Domin­
ican singer Angel Villalona--a string of 
locutores from El Amor and other New 
York Spanish-language stations, and a 
crew from the New York bureau of the 
Spanish-language televisionnetwork Tel­
emundo.At one point, nine people packed 
themselves into the bus's eight-by-eight­
foot studio. Around ten o'clock, Hiram 
M onserrate, a former N .Y.P.D. officer of 
Puerto Rican origin who represents the 
Jackson Heights area on the New York 
City Council, showed up to urge listeners 
to become legal residents, and, if they al­
ready were, to become citizens and vote. 
"If you're not legal, you get no disability, 
retirement, or Social Security benefits," 
Monserrate, who was then running for a 
seat in the state Senate, said in crisp Span­
ish. "You have people here twenty-five 
and thirty years entitled to nothing." 

"That's right," Almendarez said. "The 
Asians have good salaries, health benefits, 
everything-because they vote." Pouring 
sweat, and hoarse from shouting, he took 
a call on th e bus from a listener who 
asked him whether he objected to the 
term "illegal" for immigrants without 
visas or work permits. 

"I don't like 'illegal' or even 'undoc­
umented,' and 'wetback' even less," Al­
mend arez said, and touched a button to 
silence, for a moment, all the laughter and 
the sound effects. "There are just those 
who haven'tyet arranged their papers."He 
paused long enough to wolf down a couple 
of tortillas from a foil package, while an ad 
forT ravelocity.com blaredjarringly in En ­
glish. "Brothers, sisters,"Almendarez said, 
leaning into the microphone and brushing 
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crumbs from his chest. "I am not political. 
It doesn't matter to me who you vote for. 
When you put your ballot in th e ballot 
box, allofus are equal-rich, poor, white, 
Hispanic, Asian, skinny, ugly. But fol­
low me here: we Hispanics do everything 
in this country. We clean the buildings. 
W e build the roads. We pick the crops. 
The only thing we don't do is vote ." • 
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